Seven Skills needed to be successful  as an Exchange Student

1. Good Decision Making Skills

You have the foundation from parents, church and school.

Making good decisions is a critical component in a successful exchange.

Trust the guidance of those who are there to support you.

2. Flexibility

Blessed are the flexible for they shall not be bent out of shape. 
The KEY to a successful exchange.

You will learn more when you’re malleable, flexible to your environment.
You need to bend and flow with the culture where you are living.

3. Courage

It takes great courage to be an exchange student.


It takes great courage to be a parent of an exchange student.

To hop on a plane and travel  5000 miles to a country you don’t know, a language you don’t know takes courage.

To leave your family and friends take courage.

To make new friends  take courage

To try new foods takes courage.

4. Open Mind
You have to be open to people, cultures, difference and all that this amazing world holds
Being open minded is difficult.

It especially challenging to be open minded all the time.

It’s difficult to change after 15 or 16 years doing things one way and have to do it another.

5. Look for the good in People

What you might think is annoying from one person just might be them trying to be helpful. 

You never know what’s going on in someone’s head so don’t jump to conclusions.
6. Communication
The first form of communication is your SMILE
No language skill needed.

People communicate in many different ways, and it take awhile to figure out how different people give and receive messages.
Becoming fluent in a language doesn’t mean you have gained communication competence.

You need to learn how to communicate within that specific culture.

If you are in daily communication with your home culture, you will not have time to really learn to communicate in your new one.
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7. Experiences
It’s important you take advantage of the moments when they are there.

While on exchange there are so many incredible things that you see and do.

So many things happen.

It’s quite likely that many of these opportunities you’ll never in your life have.
8. Service Above Self
Rotary’s Motto
You have this amazing opportunity being provided by Rotarians and your parents  so you can experience a different part of the world and grow as a citizen of the entire world.

Get involved with your sponsoring club.

Get involved with your host club.

Give something back.

Yes, the heading says seven but this last one will make your exchange that much more successful.
